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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the mvention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Skelton, US Patent Des. 1 19,400. See attached figure below. A knife comprising a 
blade member having a cutting edge; and a handle comprising a main body 
portion; and an appendage support member projecting laterally from the main body 
portion, the appendage support member comprising a top surface (depending on 
how the handle is oriented at any particular time) that provides a concave recess 
wherein a principle axis of the concave recess passing through a center of 
curvature and a vertex of the concave recess is substantially perpendicular to and 
offset from a centerline of the main body portion (not necessarily a longitudinal 
centerline), and the appendage support member having a substantially continuous 
convex shaped surface over a majority of the bottom surface to provide an 
ergonomic support surface for an appendage of a user. The appendage support 
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member is ergonomically shaped to be capable of (in a broad since) 
accommodating a placement of both a distal portion of a first appendage of a hand 
of the user adjacent the concave recess of the top surface of the appendage support 
member and a distal portion of a second appendage of the hand of the user adjacent 
the substantially continuous convex shaped surface over the majority of the bottom 
surface of the appendage support member, wherein upon a grasping of the main 
body portion by the user, the distal portions of the user's first and second 
appendages are supported by the appendage support member and are fully offset 
from the centerline of the main body portion. The concave recess is ergonomically 
shaped to be capable of (in a broad since) accommodating the first appendage, and 
wherein the first appendage is a thumb on the hand of the user. The substantially 
continuous convex shaped surface over the majority of the bottom surface of the 
appendage support member is ergonomically shaped to be capable of (in a broad 
since) accommodating the second appendage, and wherein the second appendage is 
an index finger on the hand of the user. The concave recess comprises a support 
surface and peripheral wall portions for accommodating and locating the user's 
thumb, the peripheral wall portions providing resistance to sliding movement of 
the thumb relative to the support member. The concave recess is dimensioned to 
accommodate the thumb of an average adult. The main body portion comprises a 
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first relatively thin portion near a proximal end of said handle, a second relatively 
thin portion near a distal end of said handle, and a broad portion between the first 
and second thin portions, and wherein the broad portion is relatively thicker in 
cross section than the first and second thin portions, and further wherein the 
change in the cross sectional thickness between each of the portions is gradual. 




Center Line of 




the Main Body 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims of record have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

This action is non-final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MARK A. WILLIAMS whose telephone 
number is (571)272-7064. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

/Peter M. Cuomo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3673 



/Mark A. Williams/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3673 



